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AYA ASSEMBLY LXXII 

Answering the Call to Service: Alumni Volunteers in the Global Community 
The 72nd AYA Assembly in New Haven November 8-10, themed as 
"Answering the Call to Service: Alumni Volunteers in the Global 
Community", was bracketed by Winter Storm Athena on Wednesday-
Thursday, and BAD Football on Saturday.  

But in between, great times were had by Classmates fortunate enough to 
beat the Storm and bask in the glow of awards and plaudits recognizing the 
hard work put into our 45th Reunion. 

On Friday morning, 1967 received AYA Awards for Highest Reunion 
Attendance ever for a 45th, and Highest ever Percentage of Living Classmates Attending a 45th. 

The former records, set by our friends from 1966, were left in the dust. 

We also received the AYA's Overall Award for Best Marketing, Branding and Communications 
Effort, for our multi-pronged communication, promotion and attendance building efforts 
leading up to the Reunion.  

Special kudos for that honor are due to Reunion Chair Tom Gottshall, who presided over 
frequent meetings and updates (taking on much of the work himself), Secretary Joe Briley, 
Corresponding Secretary Marty Snapp, Treasurer Peter Petkas, everyone else on the Reunion 
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Committee, and most especially our tireless, innovative Attendance Chair Barry Bardo. 

On more than one occasion, we were singled out by AYA Executive Director Mark Dollhopf's 
staff as a "Great Class" that set the bar for others to meet, which validated further the efforts of 
the Class Reunion Committee.  

 
Joe Briley was featured on a Yale College Class Leadership Panel 
Friday Afternoon, and he made efforts to mention by name and 
praise many of the 84 Classmates who contributed their time 
and effort to our 45th. He noted getting as many people involved 
as possible (as early as possible), asking whom others want to 
see again (and getting them to call those others), putting 
together contact lists (by Colleges, teams, societies and 
organizations), and frequent updates of a "Who's Coming" list 
among the keys to building attendance. 

The other featured Yale news item over the Weekend was the announcement that Yale Provost 
Peter Salovey would succeed Rick Levin as University President in June 2013. 

Salovey is the fifth straight Yale Provost to move on to the Presidency of an "elite" school. His 
predecessors took the top jobs at Penn (Judith Rodin), MIT (Susan Hockfield), Oxford 
(Andrew Hamilton) and Cambridge (Allison Richard). 

At the President's Update Luncheon Friday, Levin reviewed his 20-year tenure with pride over 
renovating Yale's physical plant, growing its endowment (despite a $6 billion hit in 2008) and 
guiding Yale to be the #1 International University in the world (think National University of 
Singapore, the fact that 10% of Yale College now comes from overseas, and that one quarter of 
Yale undergraduates are overseas each summer as interns or travelers).  

No mention of new Residential Colleges or Athletics. 

Levin yielded the last portion of his time for Salovey to present the first 
speech since his Presidency became public. The Provost showed plenty 
of charisma and enthusiasm in setting his goals for Yale: to be more 
unified; to be more innovative; to be more accessible; and to be even 
more excellent. 
  

  

  

The Assembly opened Thursday morning with a two-part plenary focusing first on Yale's 
distinctiveness in inspiring so many of its students and alumni to volunteer for community and 
public service, and how alumni service reconnects them to Yale. That first panel featured this 
year's Yale Medal winners, who presented personal vignettes on how and why they stayed 
involved with our alma mater, which instilled in them an obligation to give back. 

The second panel was Yale clergy and chaplains who emphasized how Yale encourages its 
observant students to volunteer through the campus's faith-based communities, and discussed 
general issues facing people who volunteer through communities of faith. 

On Thursday afternoon, the presidents of Vassar, Oberlin and Amherst (who now heads the 
New York Public Library), all Yale alums, formed a plenary panel on Educating for Volunteer 
Leadership. The panel noted recent trends for major public universities to undertake more 
aggressive private fundraising, increased efforts to inform low-income families that college 
educations really are possible for their children, and extending their outreach to encourage 
talented community college students to apply to transfer to more "elite" schools. The former 
Amherst President noted that community college transfers to Amherst have better GPAs than 
the overall student body. 

A Thursday Afternoon breakout session, "College Dreams: Admissions Outreach to 
Underserved Students", included Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Jeff Brenzel '75, who is 
stepping down to concentrate on teaching philosophy (he will remain Master at TD), his 
Associate Director Marcia Landesman, and Aaron Shipp '96, Chair of Y-Apply, which 
encourages/mentors students and families with economic hardships to apply to the top 
schools. The crucial messages were to find teachers who will write recommendations effectively 
and to keep parents involved.  When asked for the admission rate of Yale College applicants 
who do not receive interviews, Dean Brenzel said it was the same as overall (6 to 7 percent). 

On Friday evening at Commons the AYA made its annual Yale Medal awards. Among the 

Joe describes the Reunion

Yale's Next President-- 
Peter Salovey
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recipients was Yale Endowment Fund Manager David Swensen. President Levin, in 
summarizing his 20 years in office, called Dave Swensen the "wind at his back" who enabled 
him to do so much for Yale. The retelling of Swensen's contributions caused Levin to have tears 
in his eyes and choke up for a moment - truly a moving experience. 

For the record, Assembly Delegates included Class Secretary Joe Briley, Treasurer Peter Petkas, 
Reunion Chair Tom Gottshall, AYA Delegate Rick Luis, Bill Messinger for Bulldogs on the 
Lakes, Dave Herzer from Cleveland, and Paul Whitbeck from Rochester NY. 

Joining the Delegates over the weekend were Don Metzger, Ed Bass, and football fans Chris 
Kule, Dick Lawler, George Lazarus, John Lungstrum, Bill Mace, George Pataki, Donn Smith, 
and Dave Richards. 

Whether they all remain fans was tested by the dreadful performance of First-Year Coach Tony 
Reno's team, who played well in the first half but collapsed on defense, fumbled away two 
scores, and had a touchdown called back by penalty after a momentum-changing 100-yard 
interception return that gave Princeton a 14-7 halftime lead.  

The final: 29-7 Princeton. 

   

L-R:  P. Whitbeck, R. Luis, Herzer, B. Petkas, P. Petkas, Ed Bass, J. Briley, C. Briley, T. Gottshall, D.Metzger,  
S. Gottshall. 

Shelly and George Lazarus Nita Luis, Rick Luis, and Bill Messinger with 
friends from Yale's Cross Country Team Yale's First Baton Twirler?

Yale's high water mark
On this play, Yale lost the fumble at Goal Line - another huge 
mistake. 
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Please check the Class Website regularly for the latest news!! 

Enough said. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rick Luis, Class Delegate to AYA Assembly LXXII   

(Note, web accessible photo albums and other materials are listed on the AYA Delegate page.) 
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