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Thoughts from the President
As many of you know, the Yale Alumni Association of the Northwest is currently
celebrating its 130th Anniversary, making YAANW one of the oldest Yale clubs in the
country. I am also proud to say that it is one of the strongest and most highly regarded
clubs, thanks to the quality of its programming; the engagement of increasingly diverse
alumni; and its service to our constituencies and the communities in which we live.
To help us recognize and celebrate our 130 years – and in anticipation of many future
years of service – I invite you to a series of special events. The first event presents Dr.
Fred Volkmar, an internationally recognized expert on autism. Dr. Volkmar is most
appropriate to serve as our inaugural speaker for several reasons. He represents the
extraordinary caliber of the faculty at Yale, and he epitomizes the extent to which the
scholarship and activities of Yale faculty impact the world well beyond the Yale campus.
Please see below for more details about Dr. Volkmar’s visit.
We will have more details on future events in upcoming newsletters. I invite you to join
us for this and future series events.
Bob Weisenfeld, ‘71
President, YAANW
Upcoming Events:
Yale Professor Fred Volkmar, speaking on current issues on Autism
NEW DATE!!! Tues, June 4, 5:30 PM, Minneapolis Club.
Fred R. Volkmar, M.D. is the Irving B. Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, Pediatrics,
and Psychology and Director of the Yale University Child Study Center, Yale University
School of Medicine. Dr. Volkmar was the primary author of the American Psychiatric
Association’s DSM-IV autism and pervasive developmental disorders section. He is the
author of several hundred scientific papers and chapters as well as a number of books

including A Practical Guide to Autism (Wiley Press), Asperger’s Syndrome (Guilford
Press), Health Care for Children on the Autism Spectrum (Woodbine Publishing), and
the Handbook of Autism (Wiley Publishing). Cost is $35, with a reduced cost for classes
of 2002 to 2012 (Parking at Mpls. Club included). This promises to be a popular event.
Reserve your spot now! rgoldser@hotmail.com
Hussein Samatar, Founder and Executive Director of the African Development
Center “The Opportunities and Challenges of the Changing Face of Minneapolis
Schools, and Community Economic Development in Minnesota”
Look for future details about this event in April. Details concerning the African
Development Center can be found at http://www.adcminnesota.org/.
Yale Alumni Knitting Group
When:
Dates to be announced
Where:
Northfield Yarn, 314 Division St., Northfield, MN 55057
Preferred but Optional RSVP to: Cynthia Gilbertson at cfgilbertson@mac.com or (507)
645-4327
The group meets at the creative fiber-crafts store of Yale alumna Cynthia Gilbertson,
called Northfield Yarn, in Northfield, MN. Join other alumni and friends, experienced or
otherwise, who share an interest in fiber-crafts. Interested persons are welcome at any
time.
Yale Alumni Book Club
Book: In the garden of beasts: love, terror, and an American family in Hitler's Berlin by
Erik Larson
When: Sunday, March 17, 6:30 p.m.
Where: 2636 – 35th Ave S., Minneapolis
Phone: 952.807.8715 e-mail: jan.kleinman@gmail.com.
People Serving People
The next day of service at People Serving People (PSP) is March 23 at 11:30 am.
YAANW has a small group volunteering to serve meals at PSP -http://www.peopleservingpeople.org/ -- once a month, on the 4th Saturday at lunchtime
(11:30 to 1:00). If you are interested in joining us, please contact Ron Goldser at
rgoldser@hotmail.com .
French Table
When: April 2, 5:30 p.m.
Vincent, a restaurant, 1100 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis
Once a month, fellow Francophiles meet for a fun evening of talk. All levels of French
are encouraged and welcome.
RSVP to Ron Goldser at rgoldser@hotmail.com.
Yale Book Award
Each spring, YAANW offers an award to outstanding high school juniors for their
achievement and academic prowess. We reach out to many guidance counselors in

schools, both in the greater metropolitan area and outstate, to seek out such
outstanding students. Often, the award is given at a special program in the school. If
you wish to sponsor a high school, present the award and/or contribute to this program,
please contact Ron Goldser at rgoldser@hotmail.com.
Yale Day of Service
Save the date for the 5th Annual Yale Day of Service on May 11, 2013!
Come join Yale alumni, family and friends to be a part of the Yale Day of Service, a
day when Yalies all over the world serve their respective communities. It is an
opportunity to come together to provide service to others in our local communities. More
details to come in upcoming newsletters. Hope to see you there. For more information
see http://yaanw.org/activities/yale-day-of-service or contact Vicky Stoneman at
Vicky.Stoneman@s-sm.org.
YAANW’s Environmental Sustainability Program
This outstanding series continues in early spring with the first of three presentations on
“Energy, Politics and the Common Good.” More information will follow in upcoming enewsletters.
Calling All Entrepreneurs
From time to time, YAANW seeks to convene fellow alumni with common interests. The
first such gathering is directed to entrepreneurs. Questions to be addressed include: Did
you recently start a business? Do you plan to? Do you need advice on what to do?
Would you be interested in participating in a panel to discuss entrepreneurship? Write
Malcolm McDonald at malcolmmcdonald@comcast.net.
Twin Cities Alumni Network (TCAN)
http://www.twincitiesalumninetwork.org/index.php?m=3&y=2013
Join alumni from other local alumni clubs at various events hosted by their clubs.
(Amherst, Brown, Chicago, Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Harvard, Johns Hopkins,
Michigan, MIT, Northwestern, NYU, Penn, Princeton, Smith, Stanford, Virginia,
Wharton, Williams, Yale, Interclub and IvyLife.)
I. Penn & Columbia Event: “You Are Remarkable” on Thursday, March 14
WHAT MAKES YOU REMARKABLE?
Quoting from the announcement for this event: There are times when we need to
communicate who we are and what makes us unique: job interviews, annual
reviews, asking for a promotion. Often, the feedback we get from bosses or
others in positions of power can be frustrating when it accurately describes us,
yet we feel they are only seeing the negative aspect of that character trait. What
if you could turn those traits into strengths that make you a valuable asset?
Join us for a very special event on March 14th to hear from career expert
Michelle Smeby, CEO of wHolistic Change Inc., who will discuss embracing all
the traits that make you remarkable.

Date: Thursday, March 14
Time: 5:00 - 7:30pm (networking/food from 5:00-6:30, presentation from 6:307:30)
Location: Brave New Workshop Comedy Theater ETC, 824 Hennepin Ave,
Minneapolis, MN 55403
Cost: $15, includes dinner and presentation.
RSVP: Please contact Katie Ley at katie.anne.ley@gmail.com to reserve your
spot by March 7.
Recent Events
The annual Feb Club Emeritus, Minneapolis style, was a great success! Yalies from
many backgrounds (Yale College, Med School, Graduate School and others) met at
Gluek's bar downtown for happy hour on February 15th. We had extraordinary
representation from a wide range of classes – from the '40s (!), '70s, '80s, '90s, '00s and
to the '10s. It's always an excellent time to socialize and talk about our different
experiences at Yale... from wartimes to peacetimes, single gender and co-ed times,
times around a Mory's cup and The Game times. Regardless of one’s graduation year,
experiences and career track, it's never difficult to find common ground.

