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Notes from the President:
Ken's Community Corner
Over the next year I will yield my monthly message real
estate to feature the extraordinary work that Yalies are
doing in the non-profit world to make Minnesota a great
place to live. If you run or work for or with a non-profit,
please contact me at president@yaanw.org.
Best wishes,
Ken Freed '83, '87 MM

I met YAANW President Ken Freed through our mutual
friend and colleague, Larry Scripp at New England
Conservatory. We share a mutual passion of the power of
music to transform lives, and he now serves on the
advisory board of ComMUSICation, the organization I
founded and have run the past five years.
ComMUSICation was inspired by the larger music-forsocial-change movement, El Sistema, and has a mission
to “empower urban youth with skills for success through
music, service, and community.” We believe that every
child, regardless of background, deserves an opportunity.
An opportunity where they are not judged by their
academic performance or the neighborhood they live in.
Rather, their backgrounds are celebrated and used to
create beauty through music and learn skills for success.
As an organization, we are committed to working after
school with St. Paul’s most disadvantaged youth and
families, providing young people an equitable opportunity
to experience rigorous community music-making and a
safe, caring community where youth can freely express
themselves. Considering many of our youth have
challenging home lives, we also help to address systemic
barriers to access including tuition waivers and
scholarships, meals, transportation, and academic

support.
Ken served as a visiting artist in residence when we
received a Minnesota State Arts Board grant to
collaborate with the Minnesota Orchestra two years
ago. We arranged five songs from our youths’ cultural
backgrounds of Hmong, Mexican, African-American,
European-American, and Vietnamese, that were then
transcribed and performed, alongside Ken and bassist
David Williamson. Other highlights include performing at
Super Bowl LII with Tony Award winner Leslie Odom Jr.
and tours to Duluth and Madison.
We are currently looking for volunteers to help with
homework and be choir buddies.
Part of this semester’s participation fee will allow these
young artists to perform mainstage with the Minnesota
Orchestra December 14th, 16th, and 20th. Come see the
children performing alongside Ken and the rest of the
Minnesota Orchestra! Details available here. Group
discounts available. Email info@cmcmn.org for details.
Sara Zanussi, Executive Director, ComMUSICation

News and Announcements

Annual Giving
YAANW is a member-supported non-profit organization. We do not receive financial support from Yale,
and we do not have membership dues. As a result, all of our programs, including our annual book award
for high school juniors and our events for current and admitted students, are funded by individual
donations. Please consider an end-of-year donation to support the work of our club!

Alumni Interviewing
If you are interested in interviewing applicants to Yale College, please sign up by joining the Yale
Alumni Schools Committee or contact one of the coordinators below.
St. Paul, east metro, outstate, and western Wisconsin: Cynthia Lee, cynthiaylee@gmail.com
Minneapolis and west metro: Tony Leung, TNLeung@mnd.uscourts.gov
Rochester: Jon Tilburt, Tilburt.Jon@mayo.edu
Dakotas: Dominique Fenton, dominique.a.fenton@gmail.com

AYA Assembly
Diane Pike attended her first Association of Yale Alumni (AYA) Assembly on behalf of our club on
Nov 8-9 in New Haven. Joined with the class agents' convocation, a large group of dedicated and
grateful alumni learned about the science initiative at Yale, forthcoming changes to AYA (it will become
YAA soon), challenges and opportunities ahead. The weather was typical November Yale--cold bright
days and rainy evenings. The campus looks great and Yale continues to thrive. Feel free to contact
Diane with any questions, and watch for a more complete report in the next issue!

History Book Project
The book project about Yale’s influence on the state of Minnesota is not being pursued at this time by
YAANW. We are a small non-profit board and are not equipped or staffed to handle or oversee the
myriad tasks of editing, publishing, and marketing a book. The YAANW board believes that the required
management time, talent, and resources are beyond its scope and that the we should be focused on
your and our collective agendas. Towards that end, we will begin our five-year planning next year. We
are grateful to Ron Goldser '75 for the passion he brought to opening this window into Yale and
Minnesota history. YAANW will not solicit further donations for the project, and previously donated funds
or commitments are being settled. Please feel free to contact yaanw@yaanw.org with questions or
comments.

Send us your news!
If you know of local events involving Yale alumni, students, or faculty, please feel free to send us
information for inclusion in the newsletter or on social media (like our Facebook events page or
Twitter). You can also share Yale-related news and events in our Facebook group. If you have any
photos of YAANW or Yale events to share, please send them to news@yaanw.org.

Recent Events

A good and productive time was had by all 16 volunteers at the Habitat for Humanity build
event on November 3. We made a lot of progress on the inside of the house and the
outside of the garage, and in the spring, a family will own a home that has never done so
before! Paying it back, as Yalies do! See more photos.

Yale alumni joined our rivals to watch the telecast of The Game at Joe Senser's in
Bloomington. Despite the score, it was a good time. We had 24 Yale alumni and friends
from the Class of 1950 through the Class of 2018!

Upcoming Events
Click on an event to learn more!
Dec 2: Knitting
Dec 2: Capitol Tour (T)
Dec 2: Pop-Up Benefit Mini-Concert
Dec 2: St. Paul Civic Symphony
Dec 4: French Table
Dec 9: Bach Oratorio
Dec 14,16,20: Home for the Holidays
Dec 22: PSP
Dec 31: NYE Concert
Jan 13: Div School Alumni Meetup
Jan 22: Environmental Sustainability
(T): Sponsored by another Twin Cities Alumni Network group

Special Events

Bach to the Future!
Dec 9
12:30 pm
Orchestra Hall

By popular request, we're repeating last year's pre-concert
meal and presentation at Orchestra Hall, in advance of the
Minnesota Chorale and Minnesota Orchestra performance
of J.S. Bach's Christmas Oratorio. We'll be joined by our
friends from the local Princeton alumni organization.
There will be brunch with a pre-concert presentation at the
Green Room of Orchestra Hall, Minneapolis. Orchestra violist
Ken Freed '83, '87MM, and Chorale singer Bob Peskin
(Princeton '78) will share notes from the rehearsal process
and answer your questions about the music.
WHERE: Orchestra Hall, 1100 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis
WHEN: Sunday, December 9; brunch from 12:30 to 1:45,
concert at 2 pm
COST: $30 per person for brunch, concert tickets at $70 or

$50 each (20% discount)
RSVP: Email bpeskin@alumni.princeton.edu, and indicate
(1) how many people in your party for brunch and (2) the
number and level of concert tickets you wish to purchase. A
payment invoice will then be sent directly to you.
Please note: Our previous email about this event had Bob's
contact email wrong in a couple places. It's correct here!
Seating is very limited, so place your order today!
Questions? Contact Bob Peskin,
bpeskin@alumni.princeton.edu or 651-263-5843.

A New Year
Celebration

A New Year Celebration: Vanska conducts Bernstein,
Copland and Gershwin.

Dec 31
6:30 pm
Orchestra Hall

From Gershwin’s Tin Pan Alley and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Jazz
Age to Aaron Copland’s folk music-inflected ballet, this
concert celebrates the dynamic voices, vision, and talents of
iconic American composers. And it wouldn’t be New Year’s
Eve without a party: after the concert, we’ll have some fun in
the lobby including local jazz band Belle Amour and you can
help us count down to midnight!
Dinner in the Green Room with Minnesota Orchestra Violist
(and YAANW President) Ken Freed '83, '87MM, chatting
about the evening’s music, the orchestra, and stories from
the road.
Dinner at 6:30pm in the Green Room
Concert at 8:30 pm
Main Floor, Rows 24,28,29: 12 tickets at $117, 12 tickets at
$132 (includes dinner)
Dinner only: $71
Tickets: https://yaanw-nye18.brownpapertickets.com/
Contact Ken at yaanw@yaanw.org with questions.

Environmental
Sustainability

The next installment in our long-running Environmental
Sustainability speaker series will be in January, presented in

Series
Jan 22
5:30 pm
University of St. Thomas,
St. Paul

collaboration with the School of Engineering at the University
of St. Thomas. Ecolab CFO Daniel J. Schmechel '82 will
speak at Woulfe Alumni Hall within the the Andersen
Student Center at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul.
Reception and drinks at 5:30pm. Buffet dinner and discussion
to begin at 6:30pm. More details, including how to sign up,
will be coming soon.

Regular Events and Shared Interest Groups

Yale Alumni
Knitting Group
Dec 2
2:00-4:00 pm
Northfield Yarn

Come join us for great knitting and fun conversation. Bring
your current project(s) or start a new one. Get advice,
opinions or ask questions. Total beginners through advanced
are welcome. Come whenever it works for you or attend on a
regular basis!
Contact: Cynthia Gilbertson at cfgilbertson@mac.com or
507-645-4327
The group typically meets at the creative fiber-crafts store of
Yale alumna Cynthia Gilbertson, called Northfield Yarn, in
Northfield, MN. Join other alumni and friends, experienced or
otherwise, who share an interest in fiber-crafts. Interested
persons are welcome at any time.

French Table

Our Christmas party will be Tues. Dec 4.

Dec 4
6:00 pm
Meritage

Once a month, fellow Francophiles meet for a fun evening of
talk. All levels of French are encouraged and welcome.
RSVP to Ron Goldser at rgoldser@gmail.com.

People Serving
People

People Serving People (PSP) is a homeless shelter in
downtown Minneapolis that serves children and their families.
YAANW has a small group volunteering to serve meals at
PSP. We volunteer on the fourth Saturday of every month

Dec 22

11:30 am
PSP

from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. If you are interested in joining us,
please contact Ron Goldser at rgoldser@gmail.com.

Yale Divinity School
Alumni (and
Friends) Meeting

The Fall edition of Reflections has arrived. "Sex, Gender,
Power: A Reckoning" (if you don't have the paper edition, go
to the online version at https://reflections.yale.edu).

Jan 13
3:00-5:00 pm
Eagan residence

Susan Miller (MAR '73 M.Div. '81) and Rudy Hokanson
(M.Div. '74, M.B.A. '81) will host on Sunday, January 13,
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. We will gather to share each other's
company and to use this issue of the magazine for
discussion. The address is 1622 Harbour Point, Eagan.
Please RSVP to rhokanson@gmail.com. Use this e-mail
address also for any questions or directions.

Webster Elementary
Volunteering

Come read! Dr. Seuss! Elephant and Piggy! Make a
difference in a child’s life. Really—your time matters. One (or
more) days per week, from 8 am to 9 am at Webster
Elementary School, northeast Minneapolis. Contact Ron
Goldser for further information.

Many opportunities!
425 5th St NE, Mpls

Alumni in the Arts and Community

Pop-Up Benefit
Mini-Concert
Dec 2
7:00 pm
Butter Bakery Café

Come hear Minnesota Orchestra musicians, including
YAANW president Ken Freed, play Mendelssohn’s beautiful
String Quartet in E Minor, opus 44 #2.
Butter, a neighborhood cafe that serves as a job training site
for youth at risk of homelessness, will be opening Sunday
evening expressly for this special event.
Your $20 suggested donation will benefit the Minnesota
Host Home Network, founded and directed by Jacqueline
White ‘83, featured in last month's newsletter. Please RSVP
to Jacqueline at jw@jacquelinewhite.net.

Saint Paul Civic
Symphony

Saint Paul Civic Symphony - Jeffrey Stirling (Class of 1981),
Music Director

Dec 2
3:00 pm
King of Kings Lutheran,
Woodbury

Celebrating Bernstein @ 100! ~ Music of Love & Longing
Hindemith - Nobilissima Visione Suite
Mahler - Ruckert Lieder - sung by Clara Osowski, mezzosoprano
Bernstein - Symphonic Dances from "West Side Story"
Free admission
More information at spcsmusic.org

Yale Educational Travel
Rick '67 and Nita Luis recently returned from a Yale Educational Travel trip to South America (see photo
below!), guided by a Yale faculty member. Prof. Paul Turner is the Henry Ford II Professor and
Department Chair of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at Yale, plus a faculty member in Microbiology at
Yale's School of Medicine. The trip was to Chile & Argentina, including Santiago, 4 days cruising in the
Tierra del Fuego/Magellan Straits/Cape Horn area, Ushuaia, Calafate with the Perito Morena Glacier,
and Torres del Paine National Park - all with incredible scenery. This was Rick and Nita's 7th trip with
YET.
Check out travel opportunities at https://ivy.yale.edu/yet/
Upcoming trips include:
Cuba by Sea in January with a Professor of Music, African-American Studies & American Studies
Moscow to St. Petersburg river cruise in June with a Professor of History
Adriatic Odyssey: Dubrovnik to Venice aboard Sea Cloud in June/July with a Professor of Piano
in the Yale School of Music
Caucasus: Armenia, Georgia & Azerbaijan in May with a Professor of Slavic Literatures

Twin Cities Alumni Network (TCAN)
Join alumni from other local alumni clubs at various events hosted by their clubs. Alumni from
all TCAN schools (including Yale) are welcome at these events!
Check the TCAN website for upcoming events: http://www.twincitiesalumninetwork.org
Join the TCAN LinkedIn group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4075580

Like the TCAN Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TwinCitiesAlumniNetwork
Join the Young Alumni Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/TCANYA

A Tour of the NewlyRestored Minnesota
State Capitol
Building
December 2
1:00-3:00 pm
MN State Capitol Building

Sponsored by: Penn and Harvard Clubs
RSVP: http://hcminnesota.clubs.harvard.edu/article.html
?aid=515
Cost: $15 (plus $6 parking if needed)
Contact us: admin@harvardmn.org
Location: Minnesota State Capitol Building, 75 MLK Blvd,
St. Paul
A tour of our beautiful, newly-restored capitol building,
designed by noted architect Cass Gilbert. The tour is led by
Ted Lentz, MArch UPenn, AIA, and member of the Capitol
Preservation Commission. Limited to 30. Followed by an
informal gathering nearby for refreshments.
The Minnesota State Capitol, an incredible work of art since
1905, has all the original character of its significant spaces
and places. The Legislative and Judicial chambers, hearing
rooms, the key administrative offices and substantial public
spaces have been augmented with over 40,000 square feet
of new public space. These areas will be adapted to tell
contemporary Minnesota stories.
We will meet at 1 PM at the base of the main (south)
staircase. If the weather is inclement, we will meet in the
carriageway below the staircase.
Parking is free on Sundays on the street and in state lots,
including the Centennial Parking Ramp east of Cedar St. on
Rev. Dr. MLK Jr Blvd.
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